
The Parks & Rec, Arts Winter/Spring
2025–26 catalog is here—packed
with programs and classes for all
ages! Don’t miss exciting new
options with returning favorites to
keep your season active and fun.
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Learn about the Parks System
Master Plan shaping Lakeville’s
parks for the next decade —
page 4.

Annual Fundraiser Supports 360 Communities!

Find your 2025 Environmental
Guide on pages 5–6. Tear it out
and keep it handy all year.

Non-Emergency? Call Here

See highlights from the proposed
2026 City budget — page 7.

City of Lakeville employees
participated in the annual
employee charitable event,
raising $5,950 and collecting
baby supplies to support 360
Communities and their
important work throughout
the community. From playing
bingo and bidding on
creative gift baskets in a
silent   auction   to   donations    

and volunteer efforts, staff
came together to make a
difference.

360 Communities provides
programs that promote
stable homes, food and
housing support, financial
assistance, and violence
prevention services for
families in need. To learn
more: 360Communities.org.

Dakota 911 now offers non-
emergency numbers for Lakeville.
For police assistance that isn’t an
emergency, call 24-hour dispatch
at (651) 322-2323 or (952) 322-
2323. Always dial 911 in an
emergency. dakota911mn.gov

Your Fun Season Starts Here!

CITY OF LAKEVILLE
CITY NEWS

Sign up for the City’s free WaterSmart
program at LakevilleMN.WaterSmart.com
to track and manage your water use.
Through your personal portal, you’ll get
water-saving tips, leak alerts, usage
comparisons and estimates of where you
use the most water—all designed to help you
save money on your water bill.

Discover what it takes to prep 20
outdoor rinks—and the crews who
do it overnight — page 4.

MikeLentzPhotography.com



FIND CURRENT NEWS BY
FOLLOWING US ON:

The official newsletter for the
City of Lakeville. Published
quarterly to update residents
and businesses on city
government news.
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Clearing Sidewalks
Homeowners must remove snow from sidewalks
bordering their property within 48 hours of snowfall. If
not, the City may do so and charge the cost back to the
property.

Winter Parking Rules
Lakeville’s winter parking ordinance is in effect: no
parking on streets from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. or anytime
during snowfall until roads are fully cleared.

Mailbox Maintenance
Ensure your mailbox and post are sturdy, upright and
can withstand snow from the plow. The City does not
replace rotten or snow-damaged posts. Keep the area
in front of your mailbox clear for mail delivery.

Trash & Recycling Carts
Place carts at the end of your driveway but not in the
street to prevent conflicts with snowplows.

Basketball Hoops & Lawn Edges
Pull basketball hoops away from the curb and mark
your lawn edge with stakes or flags to help protect sod
from plow damage.

Children at Play
Remind kids not to build snow forts at the end of
driveways or in cul de sacs where they may be hidden
—keeping them safe and visible to snowplow operators.

For more details, review the City’s Snow and Ice Control
policy at LakevilleMN.gov.

Snow Worries, Just Reminders!

Did you know that just one teaspoon of salt can
permanently pollute five gallons of water? When snow
and ice melt, salt runs into Lakeville’s lakes, wetlands,
streams and groundwater—where it cannot be
removed and can harm fish and plants.

Keep winter safe and protect our water with these
salting practices:

Shovel first: Clear snow before ice forms.
Scatter wisely: Salt doesn’t work below 15°F. A 12-oz
coffee mug is enough for a 20-foot driveway.
Sweep it up: Reuse leftover salt instead of letting it
wash away.
Store safely: Keep salt in a covered container to
prevent spills into soil or water.

Together, we can stay safe on the sidewalks while
protecting our community’s waters.

Savvy Salt Talk: 
Safe Sidewalks,
And Clean
Lakes, Rivers



✨ Illumination Walk
Enjoy a candlelit stroll or snowshoe through Ritter Farm
Park’s luminary trail. Advance registration required.
Friday, January 9 • Timeslots start at 5:45 p.m. • Ritter Farm
Park

🎣 Youth Ice Fishing Contest
Head to Casperson Park for fishing, prizes and trophies! Free
event—bring your own gear and bait. Ages 13 and under.
Saturday, February 7 • 11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. • Casperson Park
🔥 Ritter Fest
Celebrate winter with snowmobiling, snowshoeing, bonfires,
marshmallows, food trucks and family fun.
Saturday, February 21 • 11 a.m.–2 p.m. • Ritter Farm Park

Go to LakevilleParksAndRec.com for more information.

Lakeville is home to ten outdoor rink locations
featuring 11 hockey rinks and nine pleasure rinks for
residents to enjoy each winter. Because the rinks
are not refrigerated, the ice depends on Mother
Nature.

Staff typically begin preparing ice at the end of
December, once the ground has frozen. It takes at
least a week of below-freezing temperatures—
ideally seven straight nights below 20º F—for the
ground to freeze solid enough for flooding to begin.
Park Maintenance crews then work overnight shifts
to build 3–5 inches of ice, with daytime flooding
continuing throughout the season. On average, it
takes about two weeks from the start of flooding
before rinks are ready to open, though weather
conditions like temperature swings and sun
exposure can affect timing.

Check LakevilleParksAndRec.com for 
rink updates and opening information.
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Help Write the Next Great
Chapter of Lakeville Parks
The City of Lakeville has launched the planning
process for a new Parks System Master Plan that
will guide the future of our parks and open spaces,
including 70 facilities and 150 miles of trails. As
Lakeville continues to grow, this plan will help
ensure our park system keeps pace with
community needs, recreation trends, and priorities
for health, mobility and sustainability.

As a maturing but still growing city, the decisions
made in the next decade will shape how
generations of residents experience Lakeville’s
parks and trails. The Master Plan is a once-in-a-
generation opportunity to build on our successes
and plan for the future.

Residents will be invited to share their input at
every stage of the process over the coming year.
Watch for updates on the website,
LakevilleParksAndRec.com, online engagement
tools, project pop-ups at local events and open
houses where you can provide feedback. Your
voice will play an important role in shaping the
parks system for decades to come.

Discover Winter Magic in Lakeville

Lace Up, Lakeville!
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Key Highlights: 2026 Proposed City of Lakeville Budget

City
38.2%

School Dist 194
34.9%

County
23.3%

Other
3.6%

KEY ADDITIONS TO THE BUDGET
3 New Positions:

IT/Facilities/Parks
Building

Fund
Parks & Trail

Improvements

Communications & Equipment

Equipment
(Snowplows,

Police Cars, etc.)

$1.5M

MUNICIPAL LIQUOR OPERATIONS
2026 CONTRIBUTIONS: $2.31M

28% INCREASE IN A DECADE

2015 = 59,991 2025 ESTIMATE = 76,746

Debt Service
(Public Safety &

Other)

$748K

2025 PROPERTY TAX DISTRIBUTION

Pan-O-Prog
Fireworks

$30K

$1M $550K

$700K

Public Safety
52

General Govt
19

Public Works
16

Parks & Rec
14

$7,197,402 $23,955,682

$8,918,827

$6,326,189

%

%

%

%

Monthly Tax $128
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Yearly Tax $1,536
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For more information or if you have questions: LakevilleMN.gov | 952-985-4400
(Information from various sources)

COMMUNITY GROWTH
(NEW CONSTRUCTION)

Last 5 years = $1.7B
Last 10 years = $2.7B

63%

2026 GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES

2026 Median 
House Value:

$468,000
City tax $1,536

Positioned to Thrive.

2025 Median 
House Value:

$450,800
City tax $1,456

Median Home Value Increased 3.82%
Tax Change $80

MEDIAN HOME VALUES

CITY TAX SPEND: MONTHLY & ANNUALLY

CONTINUED POPULATION GROWTH
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Safeguarding Our Drinking Water: Grants To Seal Unused Wells
The City of Lakeville is actively implementing its updated Wellhead Protection (WHP) Plan to safeguard the source
of our community’s drinking water. Lakeville’s water comes from 20 wells that draw from a groundwater aquifer,
which can be vulnerable to contamination from land use and other activities.

A major focus of the WHP Plan is identifying and sealing unused or unsealed wells within the designated protection
area.

If you have a well on your property that is no longer in use
and remains unsealed, you may qualify for a Dakota
County grant to help cover the cost of sealing it.

Another important part of protecting our water supply is
maintaining septic systems. Properly functioning septic
systems prevent potential contaminants from reaching
the aquifer and help ensure clean, safe drinking water for
our community.

To learn more about the Wellhead Protection Plan, the
grant program for sealing unused wells, and tips for
septic system care, visit the City’s Wellhead Protection
webpage: LakevilleMN.gov, Wellhead Protection.
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